Synopsis

Identification of 5-hole OH/MS STAMPS
This exhibit outlines the development of an original coding system that will identify genuine and fake 5-hole OHMS stamps.  Along with a unique worksheet, which provides a step-by-step procedure to identify genuine and fake 5-hole OHMS stamps, is a copy of the destruction record of the Department of Finance 5-hole perforating machine.  This is the first time the destruction record of the Canadian Post Office has been made public.
The genuine block of 15 stamps is one of only two known blocks of 15.  The other highlight, on the genuine side of the exhibit, is a genuine Die II before the pin fell out or was broken off.  This damage to the die has not been dated; however, I do know it happened very early in the life of the perforator as there are very few Admiral Stamps recorded.
In the exhibit there are 24 unique fake stamps plus, for the first time, the identification of six fake 5-hole perforating machines along with 29 fake stamps that were a product of these machines.  One fake still has some hinge on the back of the stamp that was perforated.  The fake strip of four is the largest block of fake stamps recorded.
On the last page of the exhibit is one of only two known Royal Visit covers with 5-hole perforated stamps.  Based on Postal records neither the Department of Finance nor the Financial Branch of the Post Office was perforating stamps on May 15th, 1939.  Therefore, one must assume the stamps were perforated as a favour.

